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Oakks Amks and Charles Schweinflkth

Among orchids sent to us for identification there

are two undeseribed species, a Pleurothallis submitted

by the Field Museum of Natural History and an Epi-

dendrum collected by W. E. Broadway. These may be

characterized as follows:

Pleurothallis yucatanensis Ames <$ Schwein-

furt/i, sp. nov.

Herba epiphytica, pusilla. Rhizoma repens, cauli-

bus numerosis brevissimis ornatum. Folia oblanceolata,

apice rotundato minute bilobulata. Racemi laxifiori,

pauciflori. Flores pusilli. Sepala lateralia anguste

lanceolata, uninervia Sepalum dorsale majus, lanceo-

latum, concavum. Petala triangulari-linearia. Label

-

lum ob Ion gum, apice late rotundatum, parte inferiore

lex iter dilatata. Columna apice alato-dilatata.

Plant very small, up to 5 cm. tall, epiphytic, recall-

• P. sertularioides Lindl. Rhizome en

ested by imbricating scarious nervose i

rous, irlabrous, stout for the nlant. St

Root

approximate, ascending, unifoliate, about 2. .5 mm. long,

when young entirely invested bv imbricating tubular

scarious sheaths. Leaf oblanceolate, 8-15 mm. lontr.

about 2.8 8.5 mm. wide, broadlv rounded at the aix \\

mm
d

Inflorescence conspicuously surpassing the leaf, solitary,

about 8 cm. tall; peduncle capillary, adorned below the

middle with one close tubular sheath ; racemes very lax,

2—to 5 flowered, Moral bracts loose, infundibuliform,
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twice or thrice surpassed by the slender ascending pedi-

cels. Flowers small, segments of the perianth sub-

parallel, slightly thickened toward the apex. Lateral

sepals free, narrowly lanceolate, 2. .> mm. long, 1- or

obscurely 3-nerved, acute, carinate on the outer side.

Dorsal sepal slightly longer, lanceolate, about 2.8 mm.
long, obtuse, concave, obscurely 3-nerved. Petals

linear-triangular, 2.5 mm. long, 1 -nerved, acute, slightly

oblique. Labellum much shorter, simple, very shortly

clawed; lamina oblong or lanceolate-oblong in outline

with the erect sides of the lower half slightly dilated

from a cuneate base, about 1.4 mm. long, broadly

rounded at the apex, 3 nerved, minutely auriculate at

base. Column short, almost 1.2 mm. long, with an

abrupt quadrate wing on either side of the upper half,

extended in a foot. Anther cupuliform.

PleurothalUs yucatanensis suggests P. sertularioides

I'iindl. , but differs in having racemose inflorescences and

simple lip.

MEXICO, Yucatan, Campeche, Tuxpena, C. L. Lim-

ited f)lX, Novembers, 1931. Commonon tree trunks

and old logs. (Type in Herb. Ames No. 87882).

Epidendrum Broadwayi Ames§ Schwentfurth,

SJ). 11 (W.

Herba humilis, epiphytica. Caules caespitosi,

tenuiter subclavati, oninino velati, mono-vel diphylli.

Folia anguste linearia, graminea, acuta. Inflorescentia

singula, quam folia multo brevior, laxe racemosa. Sepala

lateralia oblique elliptico-lanceolata, apice conspicue

carinato-mucronata. Sepalum dorsale oblanceolato-

oblongum. Petala oblanceolato-linearia. l^abellum

apici columnae adnatum, trilobatum, lobo terminali

majore subquadrato iiiangnlari-acuto vel retuso et

apiculato.
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riant small, epiphytic, up to 17 cm, tall, closely

related to E. tipuloideum Lindl. Stems approximate,

slenderly subclavate, about 4 5.5 cm. high, altogether
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invested by close tubular scarious sheaths which waste

into fibres, one- or commonly two-leaved at the apex,

rugose in the dried state. Leaves narrowly linear, up
to 11.7 cm. long and 4.2 mm. wide (generally much
shorter), acute, the mid-nerve more or less prominently

sulcate above and carinate beneath. Inflorescence much
shorter than the leaves, the longest scape about 4.5 cm.

h, clasped at the base by a loose tubular sheath which
is up to 1.6 cm. long. Raceme loosely 4- to 7 flowered.

Floral bracts minute, lanceolate, membranaceous, man.,

times exceeded by the slender pedicels. Pedicellate

ovary up to 1.8 cm. long, laxly spreading. Flowers

large for the plant, yellow in the dried specimen, rather

fleshy in texture. Lateral sepals obliquely elliptic-

lanceolate, prominently ad nate to the column at the

base, 11 mm. long, 8.2 4 mmwide, dorsally carinate-

mucronate at the tip, prominently 7-nerved near the

base. Dorsal sepal oblong-elliptic or oblanceolate-oblong,

about 10 mm. long, 8.1-8.7 mm. wide, acute, conspicu-

ously 7-nerved below. Petals oblanceolate-linear,

8.(5 9.8 mm. long, more or less oblique, acute, 8 nerved.

Labellum adnate to the apex of* the column, :i lobed;

lamina about .5.1 -5.5 mm. long from the center of the

cordate base to the tip, about (>.4 mm. wide when ex-

panded, bicallose at base; lateral lobes semiovate or

rounded, obtuse, extending to about half the lenirth of

of the lip, erose on the margins; terminal lobe much
larger, irregularly subquadrate, with a prominent tri-

angular acute apex, or refuse and apiculate. Column
stout, about (5.2 mm. long, dilated above. Anther
broadly ovoid. Pollinia 4, complanate-ovoid.

Epidendrnm Broadxvayi is very similar in habit to



Epidendrum tipuloideum Lindl. , but it has a dissimilar

anterior lobe of the lip and 3-nerved petals. The flowers

also are apparently of a different color, being yellow in

the dried specimen.

Trinidad, North coast, Saut d'Eau W. E. Broad-

way 7444, January 18, 1981. Grows in tufts on a tree.

(Type in Herb. Ames No. 37898).
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